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Resolution 
on

“Developing the Inter- Faith Harmony between the Different    Religions of the World”
APA/Res/2013/17
10 December 2013 
We the members of Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Mindful of the fact that, Inter- Faith Harmony between the different religions of the world in general and Asia in particular is of utmost importance for the survival of mankind and the promotion of the culture of peace and security,

Recalling with appreciation various global, regional and sub regional initiatives on mutual understanding and interfaith harmony including the United Nations General Assembly Resolution A/65/PV.34, the International Conference on Environment, Peace and the Dialogue among Civilizations and Cultures, held in Tehran on 9 and 10 May 2005, the Asia-Europe Meeting Interfaith Dialogue on the theme "Building Interfaith Harmony within the International Community", held in Bali, Indonesia, on 21 and 22 July 2005, and United Nations General Assembly resolution 57/6 of 4 November 2002 concerning the promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence,

Recognizing the need for dialogue among different faiths and religions in enhancing mutual collaboration, harmony and cooperation among nations of the world,

Admitting that the moral imperatives of all religions, convictions and beliefs call for peace, tolerance and mutual understanding,

· Encourage all parliaments to support and spread the message of interfaith harmony and goodwill, as such mutual understanding constitutes important dimensions of the dialogue among civilizations and of the culture of peace;
· Expressing the need to explore ways and means to intensify Inter- Faith Harmony and resultant cooperation to strengthen the international peace and security to make the world a better place to live; 
· Believe that a regular dialogue between the parliaments of APA could become an effective supplement for addressing the challenges of international ongoing conflicts based on religious differences and discrepancies;
· Denouncing stereotyping of any religious, national or ethnic group and condemn any intentional and unintentional activity that leads towards the division between the followers of different faiths; 
· Urge all Member Parliaments to harmonize their efforts in promulgating laws and legislations in Asia for improved standards of cooperation between the nations to enhance the patience for  contradictory religious beliefs;
· Believe that terrorism, extremism and violence have no religion nor any borders, as these are  common enemy of all humanity,
·  Encouraging the international community to be cognizant of the grave humanitarian situation in Myanmar which involves violations of human rights against the Muslim community in Arakan region.
· Condemns Islamophobia in all its forms and considers it a manifestation of racism, bigotry and prejudice, which has no place in the comity of civilized nations.
· Encourage all Member Parliaments to intensify their efforts in utilizing parliamentary diplomacy for the development of  international and regional frameworks to promote best practices which leads towards the inter faith harmony and collaboration.
· Requests the Secretary-General to seek the views of Member Parliaments on measures taken to implement this resolution and to report the efforts of Member Parliaments for their contribution in this regard.
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